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October Program:  
 
“No Fish in the Net” David Thompson and the Native 
Fish of the Inland Northwest, by Jack Nisbet, author 
of Sources of the River. A	talk	about	the	Northwest	
1807-1812	 

    
Indian Fishing Station (Pend Oreille River), Henry 
James Warre, 1845 (courtesy: Archives of Canada)  

 
This slide presentation will follow fur agent and cartographer David 
Thompson through the major eastern tributaries of the Columbia River. 
Often skunked in his attempts to catch fish for supper, Thompson 
learned to rely on local knowledge of the many tribes he met along the 
way.  

Presidents’ Message (Karen Zacharisen) 

Hello everyone! 

Weather is changing and with that said, it is time to start up our regular monthly Fly Casters meetings.  They are always 
on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, located at the Best Western Inn in Moscow.  Social time starts at 5:30 pm to 6:25pm 
and dinner is promptly ready at 6:30 pm.  Our programs usually start no later than 7:15 pm.  If you have any questions, 
please let me know @ kzacharisen@latahcu.coop.  

We had a great September Potluck get together at Dave & Sharon Tharp’s home in Palouse.   A BIG THANK YOU to 
them for being such GRACIOUS HOSTS.  We had 25 people show with a couple guests.  We had fantastic food and 

Information 
The Tippet is available as a PDF file 
on our web site: 
www.clearwaterflycasters.com  

Please submit information to the 
Newsletter Editor 
Meetings 2nd Wed (except June, 
July and Aug) University Best 
Western Inn, Moscow, ID 
Wet Fly Hour: 5:30 pm 
Buffet Dinner: 6:30 pm; $16, 
students $8 
Menu: 
Chicken and Rice w/ Caramelized 
Onions, Mushrooms, Garlic, 
Garbanzo Beans, topped with a 
Balsamic Reduction, served with a 
side of Feta Cheese Garlic Green 
Beans, Mixed Green Salad with 
Assorted Dressings, Rolls & 
Butter, Tiramisu for dessert 
Coffee/Tea/Soda  
Program: 7:00 pm 
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heard some great stories over the summer from everyone’s adventures.  We will be having some great programs this fall, 
so please watch for further information in the Tippets.  Our next meeting will be Oct. 9th at the Best Western Inn, 
Moscow.   See You There!!!!

Forward Cast: 
Important Dates and Events (some dates to be decided) 
October 9, 2019: CFC Club Meeting, University Inn Best Western, Moscow, ID Wet Fly Hour 5:30 pm, Dinner at  
6:30 pm and Program at 7:30 pm. Bring a friend. Bring a student! 
October 29, 2019: Executive Committee Meeting, Paradise Creek Brewery, Pullman, WA. Dinner at 5:30 pm. Meeting at 
6:00 pm.   
May  2020: Amber Lake Fish Out (Date to be decided) 
June  2020: North Fork Coeur d’Alene Fish Out, Meet at Devils’ Elbow Campground (Date to be decided). Six camp 
sites will be reserved by Lynn Youngblood and will be available to club members on a first come first served basis.   
July10-11, 2020:  St. Joe Fish Out, Fly Flat Campground  

Moscow Elks Vets Fly Tying and Casting Program 
The group is still looking for any used clothing or fly fishing gear you might want to donate. They are mainly in need of 
wading boots and waders for men and women. Even though this is an Elks program the majority of the helpers are 
members of Clearwater Fly Casters. If you have gear you are willing to part with, please bring the items to the next 
meeting of the club. Cliff Swanson will be collecting the items and passing them on to the Elks program.   

Conservation Committee (From CCA Connect September 2019) 
Last week, ODFW and WDFW approved several days of small mesh gillnetting in the lower Columbia River from the 
mouth to the Lewis River. For anyone who truly cares about the conservation of our resource, it is difficult to understand 
why this fishery is taking place. Even the gill netters expressed frustration during last week's Compact Call. As one gill 
netter stated, this fishery was only worth "a couple bags of groceries" for him and his family. While this clearly is not 
being done for economic reasons, there are several reasons why this decision flies in the face of common-sense 
conservation. 
  

For starters, there is still a substantial percentage of 
ESA-listed B-run steelhead migrating through the 
lower river. While the proportion of steelhead to Coho 
has decreased recently, it was alarming to learn that 
some of the most recent data available came from the 
commercial pound trap near Cathlamet where they 
captured one steelhead for every 20 Coho. Without a 
scientifically based, random observer program, or 
without video monitoring on 100% of the boats, we 

will never truly know how many steelhead are encountered and killed in this fishery. That's a hard pill to swallow in a 
year when every fish counts, especially steelhead which are a designated game fish, that are not intended for commercial 
use. 
  
Second, even with the questionable data being used, there is projected to be an equal proportion of marked and unmarked 
Coho that will be entangled in these small mesh gill nets. With a mortality that is nearly double that of recreational 
fisheries, a large number of unmarked Coho will unnecessarily die in this fishery, which could also impact future 
fisheries. 
  
Third, the Cowlitz hatchery is projected to get less than 50% of the hatchery fall Chinook needed for broodstock goals this 
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year. Since much of this gill net fishery will take place below the Cowlitz River, and since all Chinook are allowed to be 
sold, these small mesh gill nets will further jeopardize production of fall Chinook from the Cowlitz hatchery. So, instead 
of having 4 million Chinook there may be less than 2 million released. Every fish counts on a low return year such as this. 
Not only does this constrain future fisheries for all citizens, it also means less prey available for the Killer Whales. 
Finally, selective recreational fisheries have been closed throughout most of the mainstem Columbia River to protect the 
weak stocks of fish in the river this year. With modern technology and ESA constraints, it is hard to comprehend how a 
small mesh gill net season is compatible with conserving our resources for future generations. 
 
If you are able to, please contact your Legislators and share your concerns about gillnetting in the lower Columbia River, 
along with any other issues that are important to you. We've created a document with some pointers on meeting with your 
legislator. See: 

http://centralpt.com/upload/560/Advocacy/2019/21157_CCAMeetingWithYourLegislator.pdf 

Membership Committee 
Paul Agidius, Membership Committee Chair, reminds the CFC members that dues for the upcoming year coincide with 
the academic year and are due now. Dues are $25/yr. for individuals and $35/yr. for families. 

2020 Northwest Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing Academy 
It is not too early to start thinking about the 2020 Academy. Again we are preparing for another Youth Conservation and 
Fly Fishing Academy to be held June 21-27, 2020 at Gwinwood Community Center on Hicks Lake in Lacey, WA.  This 
Academy is all about the girls and boys, 12-16 years old, to 
teach them the basics of fly fishing and conservation.  The 
event is one full week with some staff and all youth living in 
clean, warm cabins at the Gwinwood Center.  All meals are 
provided.  Students need to bring their personal belongings, i.e., 
sleeping bags, pillows, rubber boots, etc.  All fishing gear and 
fly tying equipment is provided, however, students may bring 
their own fly fishing gear. 

The event is supported by WCTU and supported by WSCFFI, 
and members of TU and FFI fly fishing clubs of Washington. 

The cost to each student is only $300 for the week, 
sponsorships are available through TU Chapters, FFI fly clubs 
and private donations.  No applicant will be turned away 
because of lack of funding.   

Applications will be accepted starting January 1, 2020 until April 15, 2020.  Applications may be downloaded from our 
website – www.nwycffa.com  via email to mtclancy39@comcast.net  or call 253-278-0061. Each applicant must submit 
an essay explaining why THEY want to attend The Academy.  A letter of recommendation is required from a school 
teacher or counselor. We have a Facebook page listed under our name for viewing pictures from previous events. 

The 2020 Academy will be Jim and my last year as Directors for The Academy.  It’s time we passed the reins on to folks 
interested in carrying on with The Academy, while we can.  The new folks are welcome to attend the 2020 Academy, to 
shadow us and we will help for as long as it takes to counsel the new Directors thereafter.  The event is a two person task. 
Jim and I have enjoyed our time with the Academy.  If you are interested, please don’t hesitate to contact Jim or me. Jim’s 
#360-943-9947.      

We are very proud of The Academy; this has been a life changing experience for many of our youth. 

         THE YOUTH OF TODAY ARE THE GUARDIANS OF THE FUTURE FOR OUR SPORT OF 
FLYFISHING   
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Fly of the Month: “El Camino”  
 
The Fly of the Month for October is the “El Camino,” 
a recent choice of the CFC Fly Tiers group that meets 
monthly. This past month the group met at Steve 
Bush's Moscow Title office to tie this interesting 
Andrew Grillos creation. 
 
Andrew Grillos is a full-time guide and creative fly tier. 
He lives in Seattle and spends the majority of his time 
chasing steelhead and trout in western Washington. 
His website is andrewgrillos.com. Photo: Ted 
McDermott 
 
For more information on the El Camino and steps for 
tying this fly see website:  
https://www.flyfisherman.com/editorial/el-camino-fly-
tying-pattern-andrew-grillos/152065 
 
Materials: 
Thread: Black 6/0 
Hook: #6-12 curved shank 
Legs: Orange barred rubber legs 
Body: Peacock UV Ice Dubbing 
Under Wing: pearl Krystal Flash 
Upper Wing: orange deer hair 
Wing case: light brown foam 
Strike Indicator: yellow foam 
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Clearwater Fly Casters Officers & Committee Chairs 2019 
 
President   Karen Zacharisen  Zacharisen60@gmail.com 
Vice President   Open       
Past President   Jared August   jared.augus@gmail.com 
Treasurer   Lynn Youngblood  kaylynn4341@gmail.com 
Secretary   Tony McDonnell  mcdonnell@frontier.com (208-883-9757) 
FFF Representative  Steve Bush   moscowtitle@moscow.com (208-882-4564) 
Conservation Chair  Doug Baldwin   dougbaldwin318@gmail.com (509-334-1630) 
Membership Chair  Paul Agidius   pagidius@moscow.com 
Program Chair   Joe Vaughan   josephvaughan9@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor  Fred Muehlbauer  f.muehlj@gmail.com (509-338-7010) 
Webmaster   Cliff Swanson   clswan12@gmail.com 
Now on Facebook! Locate us by searching Clearwater Fly Casters 

Membership and Monthly Meeting: 
CFC membership dues are $25/yr. for individuals, $35/yr. for families, $10/yr. for students, $50/yr. sustaining, 
$300/lifetime.  Meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday, September through May, at the Best Western University 
Inn, 1516 Pullman Rd, Moscow, Idaho.  Wet Fly Hour 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:30 PM and Program at 7:30 PM. 
 

Clearwater Fly Casters  
PO Box 394  
Pullman, WA 99163 
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